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WAITING ON ROBERTS

London Expects to Hear Eoon of Fall
of Bloemafonteiu.

FIGTIIG MY BE 11 PROGREOS

Free State Capital Will Be Re-
moved to Kroonstadt.

COL. PLUMER AT LOBATS1

LiNI'ON. March 14.-A few iours should
bring Important dispvtches from Lord Rib-
t riS. No word has ectne from Bloemfontein
today. although sharp fighting Is helieved to
have eurr.1 since the commander-in-
hief was last heard of. London confidently

Ixlpwets th- oteupation of the O arge Free
State ca li: tal will occur today, as previous-

ly foreeasted.
In the meanwhile aitc-tinturns to

Maf-king. That hamilt of the plins can

searcely hol ,ut mtci longer. The nws
of Col. 'iuitr's aurexach has given sub.
stance to th rumor4 of its relief. but those
l.-t informcil aro incti;tcdi to think the re-
lief is more likely to be acomplished by
Col. Peakmainia coltimn from Kimberley.
Privat,- advics have set forth that Col.
Plumer had almost gixen up hope of c-

complishing anything more than harassing
th lieirs, thugh sItne these were written
It is possil.- that the dimlnished numbers
of the itesting force, may have rendered
Plumer't task more fi-iible.
Judging from th lack o, ntws everything

is quiet in Natal. whil- from Herschel
comes the etatetmnt that tite total collapse
of the insurg-nt colonists is imminent.

Cronje to Go to St. Ielena.
Gen. Cronje. according to a Cape Town

special. sails for St. H-elena March 1,o. ac-

c'.mpani'd by all the Paardeberg prisoners.
Cecil Rh"!e Is suffering from catarrh ct

the stormaah and is rnahle to sail for Eng-
nnI
Natal d!spat-hts recount the greatest

satisfaction felt there at Lord Salishury's
ri 1y to. the Bor president's peacee over-
ture.Q
A dispaich from Pi-trmaritzburg, pub-

ish- in the second edition if the Times.
say: "The rsl-y. ispecially the last para-
rraph. ri-ting !.t fiindence. has he n
r-it- In Natal with a feeling of great
ti- f and' is disp7Lne all doulis.-
A priva d ispait fron Johanneshturg

las 1-n r- ei in Lontu, tat- Satur-
y. Mar. 10. -ntraleting tite reports

tiat r-tn.s are fliaodet an I all the ma-

mnii.ryV I-kc::. an-1 ase rting that all
well.

DOER ST4.1RY 4)p -IgGHi-rNG;.

Drititepe 1ed loase Lost Heas ily
Iait %atutrlny.

P:EiR y. Mrn .1.-A dis-
Patch froIm 'tmfinti-nT siys that in viw
of tl.- mnilitr -i-tin th se.at of gov-
e:inm-rtnt ay b, rmvi. iid to Kronstadt.

* '.ni ma ndr rri ort oif the fight
eAbrah~im: raalSirysy:
Thet .-ith wa, -iimatr-a to number

4ui o Th- Iirsi assault was re-
-uls.d. 4)-11v tw, U- irs were wounded.
The.a mai-d on the hills
to the 1ft f -ur p-o-0.ti- This. hills were
.,f gr--it Strata imlirtance. Apireciating
Ihis. I a :n'A rnn defendd-I th- positiin
froimt 9 -'i-k mn the mirning until sunt-
(own. Ti .ur. hrs f-ught like heroes,
inI thr- - 'ir.i of the
Britsh, wh ht ri. ing their tiret m-n.
E-rY aIti t t serrai wat dlfttd. Atsmtdt.wsn thi.. v. r-- t rifty vatrdts I-
t .-s : i. Ti- lrit:sh liast h-tivily. No
acurt r-aao ur lo-s ar, valbl.

HuosTlLlTS TO TilE t EEL

Manifested at a ileeting of tihe Dublin
4 orporat.gi.

rui'tLtIN. March 14.-At a m "ing of the
corp-tiarn this aftrn-nt! th- I-rI mayor
T- that an allo s I- presented to the
u w-1--mig her t 'he capital city

of hier khitl-m in Irlawi. lls speeth was
fri-iur-:y interritjedi by the c-eupants of
the ;iic gajll-ry.
AldermanMole. in the mi!dt of hostile

demonrtraten.-s friom the galt-ry. sc-ucon-ded
the nti.-tn.
Mr. Timithy larringtin, M. P.. protested

against the. ri-solutin.
Aftir repei..'ti-d scenes and upriar. dturing

wlt.-h the .rd mayir thrteti- to ch.ar
he, galli-ry. an amendm-nt was m -i to
the prp'ul address. bit the tori mayor
ruled the amendment nut if ,rd-lr.
A divisiin in thi- lord nayor's amend-

ment was taken amidst muth exceremn-t,
th c-upar.ts if the gallery gr-iatming at
every in- suppoirting the mntiin and cheer-
ing its io in-nts xig- riuly.
The resoluti,,n was carried by a majority

of eight.
-ol. Planter 'ears Mateking.

IL(,ATSI. Thursday. March S.-ClIonel
liumer's f-rce ri-ached hi-re Tuesday.

March l;. It is believed that only a singli
b-ridg- s-,thwar.l has been de-stroyed, and
that tithrrwise the ratlroad Is intact with-
In five miles of Mafcking. Colonel Plumer
has alri-ady disnersied scveral Hner police
rts in the neighborhood. and is actively1ishling his advance southward.
CA'E TOWN. March 14.-' olon-l Plumer

Is new within forty miles of Mafeking.
MRS. HEARST'S LIBERALITY.

-lhe Will Fonter Exjulorations in FIeld
If Arhanology.

SAN FRANCISCO. March 14.-President
Wheeler hats annoiuntced to the regents ot
the Uni-versity i-f California that oxperts
of acknowledgeid riepute have been enigaged
to make exi-tvatiotns ant exploratIons tn
par's o-f the wiirtd rich with relIcs of an-
cienit learnIng. The entire expense of the
work will be borne by Mrs. Phoebe A.
Hearer.
In Egypt lyr-. George A. Resiner wIll have

c-hargi-i f the exploratIons. Dr. Uhie will
putrsute- lnvestigatiins In South America and
Turtatn. Califiornla. New Mextco and old
Mexi-, will be searched for specImens by

Dr. Alfred Emer-ot, rec~ntly professor In
the Athensx school of archaeology. la now
on his way to thIs state to confer with
Mrs. Hekarat In regardl to the work in Greece
and lEtruri-a. The materials collected by
the scientists will he placedi In the archaeo-
logical museum to be established at Berke-
ley.

ROYALTW DEMES CHRAPLY.
PrIaee and PrwIaems of Wales at PeerMan'n Restaurat.
LONDO)N. March 14.--"Te Prince and

Princesas of Wales paid a surprise virsit to-
day to the new poor man's restaurat in
t-he East End started by SIr Thomas LIp-
ton's -Alexandra trust. Their royal high-
netsses putrchased tickets for dInner at 4%t
pence II19 cent-' and each of them partook
of-the itrdinary fare. The prince and prin-
cess afteriward inspected the premises and
receIved an ovation fromn throngs of work-
l== -eonle.

ENGLAND'S REPLY RECEIVED

oers Wanted the United States to Act as

Mediator.

The President Ezlrecsed His Willing-

Cesa to Do Anything to

Ead the War.

The reply of Lord Salisbury to the ines-
sage from Presidents Kruger and Steyn,
which was transmitted through our gov-
ernment. was received at a late hour last
night by Secretary Hay, through Mr.
White. our charge at London. As already
indicated in the London dispatches, the an-
swer is a declination of the appeal. It has
bee-n transmitted to Mr. Adelbert Hay.
United States consul at Pretoria. who will
submit it to the two presidents. This act
marks the end of the first overture toward
peace. It is believed here, however, that
another effort will soon be made by the
Boers to attain peace, though recourse may
be had to some other agency than the
United States.
The President decided that it is not prop-

er now to make publlc the text of the
communications which have passed between
P'retoria. London and Washington relative
to the peace proposition. Therefore the
Allen resolution, adopted by the Senate,
calling for the correspondence, must remain
unanswered for the present, though there
is reason to believe the cause for maintain-
ing secrecy on that point will soon disap-
pear. It is admitted, however, that the
press dispatches have indicated the salient
features of the correspondence with suf-
ficient accuracy. About the only omission,
so far as can be learned, was the failure to
develop the fact that the appeal of the
Boer government that the United States
might be allowed to intervene was accom-
panied by an earnest expression by Presi-
dent McKinley of his willingness to do any-
thing within his Dower to bring about the
termination of the war, which he hoped
might be attained. Lord Salisbury's reply.
while firmly declining the request of the
Poer government, conveyed his apprecia-
tion of the commendable sentiments which
inspired the Presidents utterances. anl
closed that phase of the correspondence in
so courteous a manner as to make the
declination entirely unexceptiniable.
Inasmuch as there appears to be some

confusion in the public mind respecting the
various efforts made by the Boers to end
the war it may be stated that the particu-
lar correspondisence passing through the
State Department was separate and apart
from the note addressed by Presidents Kru-
ger and Steyn to nearly all the continental
powers believed to be in sympathy with
their cause. and was also distinct from the
appeal addressed directly to Larid Salisbury
by the two presidents. which, with his lord-
ship's answer. formed the subject of the
communication made yester-lay by him to
parliaimnt.

Conomment of the London Globe.
LONDON, March 14.-Regarding the

Inite. States offer the Globe says:
"The Incident Is of interest only in the

light it throws on American politics. I-
ptbll'-ans and ilcmocrats alike are always
prepared to risk the friendship of Engiani
in the pirty game. We may preserve ami-
cable relati,,ns with the l'nited States. ind]
it is tI be hie.l we always shall do so, but
anl alliatce is Weiible. Were brought
ii the -irge if w.r four years ago for the
sake of Mr. Cl-velanwls re-eleitin. and a
iret- xt for a dipilmalie quarrel will never
hi- wanting whin the aiti-English elmnauts
of the re-publi have to be conciliated."

CLOTHING AND EQUIPAGE.

Articles Being Shipped to Manila for
the ILe of the Troops.

The War Diepartmentt has issued a state-
ment showing that the following articles
of clothing and equipage are now being
shippeal to Manila by the quartermaster's
ieapartmett for the use of the troops in the
Philippi tes during the 'nsulng six months:
Tei thousand waist llls, ,i)t(l blankes,

1.41 be sacks, 1iyO linen collars, 75.4w
pairs of n lrten drnwers, 20nuo palra ian
drawers. 3. ipairs leather gauntlets, 5itmi

campaign htiats, Ii.t(jE I). It. flannel shirts,
.Iis chaimirav shirts, 70110) pairs leggins,
1p.ilairs russet shoes, 50.0 pairs
black ealfskin shoes, :s,00) pairs cotton
stockinigs. 1:00*IMM khaki coats. 172.4"H0 pairs
khaki trousers. 75,1 nankeen shirts, Z'put
,otton uilershirts. 12.1491 corn brooms. )%onip
s-rubbling brush-s, 5,ios barrack chairs,
,0 post flags. 1.000 storm flags. 540 whistles,
i000 (amp kettles. 1.401 common ti-nts, iANs
Cni-al tents, 2 w) hospital tents and 72,000
hat coria.

TO IMEET HERE MARCH 27.

Judge Taft Notifies Assoeiates on the
New Philippine Commission.

Judge Taft, president of the new Philip-
line commission, has written his fellow
commissioners to the effect that the new
commission will convene in this city on the
2"-th of March.
Judge Taft's resignation of his judicial

office takes effect tomorrow. It had been
supposed that the new commission would
be called together immediately thereafter,
but it is probable that the task of closing
up his affairs preparatory to a long ab-
sence from the 'nited States has made it
ni-ci'ssary for Judge Taft to defer the first
meeting until the 27th instant. Meanwhile
tht- old commission is winding up its affairs
in this city.

ALABAMA PUBLIC LANDS.

Proposition to Sell 23,00M0 Acres for
Educational Purposes.

Mr. E. M. Shaci-elford, principal of the
Normal College (white) of Troy, Ala., and
WV. D. Paterson, principal of the Normal
Colored School of Montgomery, Ala., are
In the city in the interast of securing legis-
lation appropriating 2&000 acres of the pub-
lie lands of Alabama for each of the edu-
cational institutions they represent, this
land to be sold and tie fund derived from
it to be held perpetuaily. and the interest
derived from it used for the purposes of
the sihiools.

To Hlave Hearings at Chicago.
A subcommiss~ion of the industrial com-

mission, consisting of Senator Daniel, Rep-
resentativ'e Lorimer, Messrs. Phillips. A. L.
Harris, Farquhar, Conger, Kennedy and
Clarke. will meet in Chicago next Monday
morning, when they will hear testimony on
industrial iustions in the city of Chicago
and vicinity.

Return of secretary Root.
Word was received at the War Depart-

ment todlay that Secretary Root and party
will start home from Havatna next Satur-
day, coming by way of Chgarleston, over
the Atlantic Coast Line. The transport
Sedgwielt will probably be uitiise inth
trip to Charleston. The party Is expected~to arrive ini WaSshington Tuesday evenin
or Wednesday mmrning.

A Monment to Wojme,.
Mr. Penrose today introduced a bill la

the Senate appropriating $3,000 for the erec-
lion- of a mnument in the National ceme-
tery at Arlington in hornor of the womenwho served as nurses during the late war.

Personal Mention.,
Mr. Harry P. Godwin, who for mnan~

years was a wC il-known resident of Wash.
itgon esriically ill at his -bome, in

THE HEARING BEGUN

Proceedings in Suit Against Con-
tractors for Street Sweeping.

ASBER Of THE D0EFET FIED

The Charges of Non-Performance
of Contract Denied.

COUNSELADDRESS TIECOURT

Hearing was begun this afternoon before
Justice Barnard. in Equity Court No. 2. in
connection with the proceedings for injune-
tion'and the appointment of a receiver in-
stituted Monday by the Fidelity and De-
posit Company of Maryland against Albert
Daggett and Michael A. Dugan, who are
the contractors for cleaning the streets of
this city. The action, it will be remem-
bered. Is based on the alleged grounds of
non-performance of contract for sweeping
the streets, and the defendants' alleged
failure to pay for materials and labor sup-
plied in that work, whereby, it Is stated,
liability Is sought to be imposed upon the
complainant company, which is surety on
the contractors' bond.
The reading.of the bill of complaint and

the answer thereto consumed an hour.
Counsel then addressed the court. Attor-
neys J. J. iemphill and Arthur Peter ap-
pear for the complainant, while Attorneys
Jere Wilson and A. A. Ioehling, Jr., repre-
sent the defendants.
The hearing was in progress when this re-

port closed. 4
Answer of the Defendanto.

The answer of the defendants, Albert
Daggett and Michael A. Dugan, to the com-

p:aint of the Fidelity and Deposit Company
of Maryland was filed this afternoon by
Attorneys J. M. Wilson and A. A. Hoebling.
fi., their solicitors. After admitting the ex-
istence of the street sweeping contract, and
that the complainant became surety upon
their bond, they deny that they have failed
at any tinte since the commencement of the
work unrer their contract to perform the
same in a--eordan(e with its %pvcifietions.
In reference to the charges tbt theyfailed to pay their laborers, the defelants

declare t r0at there were only two 0' 1ion1s
Cl which the: e was any (i-lay in Faying off
the nen-July 21 antd Novenber 17. ]Wd.
In th- first ease the vou-her due and pay-
able July I.-, for work dlone by the defen-
dants ft-nm JLuly I to July 1. was temlporar-ily withheld by the Distriot. and therebythere was a delay in pIaying off the metn.
This matter, they declare. was satisfatorily
adjustei at one, and the work was re-
sumdI by the enployes afte* anl aben, of
one, iay. The other case was (11:(. they
st ta,. to a migunrderstalding on the iart of
a . ortion of t heir em ployes. owing to the
fact that theIti,-Gf-nhnts dl not receive thentolny duw froln th- 1 istrict lit Novemtber
1,, :and it wa11s theirupon claimed by cur-
tainl mpl-1oyefs that thr pay shoull itnclu1e
the iay er O:ys itatervt-niig bletwitn thel5th unli thl-. ;wtual ali e oif paynl.n11! by thett;ict. Only a portion if t!,e men were
fbse1nt one,- day. and thv reitel work

ution the oatt. r being explained to them.
Matter Satisfactorily settled.

The dtfendants admit that in July. 1-1,
they w-re vited by the District to show
cause' why tite contract should n,,t be sus-
pe-ndetd ah1d (,thers employed to do tite
work, the allegation being that the work
was not being pterformel according to
s;peci tien. tit,os. The defendants claim that
all matterM of difference were adjusted and
settled whrehy tile Itli-IlIt Was closed
1ndl, so far ats they are advised, t,, charge
has be tt made by tile IDistriet since that.
time, or b-Y :0ny 110 actilng in its bettalf,
real- tintg the- marnner of perfo.rmact-e by
tille d-fi-ndtas (if wIork required under the
strI It swiTlng tontract. They further
deny thIat th-y have faled to thoroughly4leanl the trt1lts inl tile last two weeks, or
htv%' fi to properly provide swcep(rs
with is or lag carriers, or that the stlt-
t-rilit 1n.denlit of strolts has warnfed them
that tl-v wire violating their contract in
that respIot. nil the contrary, tlly say
that in doing th- work a large number of
bags are nsed which, from time to time,wIear (.nIt, and have to be replaced byothers; that recently, to repla-e worn-out
bags. they bought and paid for 300, but
there was a delay in one day of their de-
livery. and that during that time the super-intendenlt of street sweepers mentioned the
matter to the difendants' superintendent.
and up-on having it explained to him was
entirely satistled.

Adnit Indebtednes.
Dehfendants admit being indcoted to the

Austen and Western Company and the Na-
tional Broom and Brush Company for ma-
terial, but say each purchase was made
ilion credii. and that while payments have
not been made they have expected, and
still expect, to make satisfactory adjust-
ment and payment of the amourits so due.
Continuing in this connection the answer

says the dIefendants deny that either of
the sait, creditors has made any threats to
the defendants to enter suit for the collec-
tion of said amounts, but they lire advised
that complainant has denied to each of said
creditors any liability under the bond afore-
said for either of the amounts; but that
while denying such liability, complainant,
as defentudants are advised, immediately
prior to the tiling of this bill, requested the
attorney for the creditors named in the par-
agraph. to immediately enter suits against
it under the said bond, to recover the
amount of their respective cialms, with the
fufther statement made by comptainant in
that connection that it wished to preverft
the payment of moneys by the District dueont the 15th of the present month."
Defendants declare this was attempted

for the purpose of bringing about a default
on their part to meet their pay roll and
other current expenses under their con-
tract.

Denial of Alleagatlons.
The allegations of the complainant's bill

that the defendants have numerous judg-
ments pending against them; that they or
either of them is insolvent; that their
horses, carts and other articles necessary
to performIng their contract are in danger
of being ievted upon, are all denIed cate-
gorleally and at length, as well as the
charge that irreconcilable differences exist
between the defendants, are denied. The
respondent Dugan also denies the allega-
tion that he stated his intention to apply
for a receiver to take charge of the con-
tract. The defendants deny any intention
to appropriate the $2,800O due March 15i to
their own use. as alleged..
The defendants further declare thaat they

will suffsr a loss of several thousand dol-
lars on the contract by reason of the fact
that they beeame indebted to one Herbert
P. Pillsbutry, and not Edwin H. Pisbury,
as avefred in complainant' bils, in the
sum of $,800 for feed furnished to horses,
and, being unable to pay him ths amount,
had agreed with him to give him a bill of
sale for the property used by them in the
work on theIr contract, and wouid renew
the same every twenty days ther'eafter tin.
til the completion of the contract, he mesa-
time continuing to furnish all feed nseces-
Bary-. This bill of sa1e was duly execujtsd
on March 10. sta~tes the answer, and dulydelivere!B to Pillsbury. but by agreement
was not placed on record.
IThe usual demurrers then follow and thet
customary prayer that lbs recent restrain.lng order be vacated and the cause~dis-mannL

A BOND CIRCULAR

Issued by the Secretary 'the Treasary This
Afternon,

How Exehangee, M Be Made Under

the Proliolone bti the New

Bilt

Iminediately after the signing of the
financial hill by Preiat McKinley today
Secretary Gage issued a c61rcular "to'holders
of United States 5 per cent bonds of the
act of January 14, 187, 4 per cent console
of 19107, acts of July 14. 18M, and January
21, 1871, and 3 per cent bonds of 108, act
of June 13, 1898."
The Secretary quotes the provisions of

the new bill authorizing the exchange of
these bonds for 2 per cents of the new issue R
and then describes how the change can be ti
made. le says: tl

To Effect the Exchange. o

"To effect the exchange, the oustanding "

bonds should be surrendered to the Secre- I
tary of the Treasury in accordance with the te

terms of this circular; they will be accepted 0
for that purpose in the order of the sur-
render of them to him, and new bonds
bearing interest at the rate of 2 per centum 0
per annum will be issued in the same order e3
in lieu thereof. A letter of transmittal b

should accompany each package of bonds S
for exchange, setting forth the purpose for P
which they are forwarded and giving the a
address to which the new bonds and checks H
for the interest thereon shall be sent.
"Bonds, held by the treasurer of the

United States in trust for a national bank, b
may be surrendered by letter addressed to I
the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanied
with the treasurer's receipt representing
the bonds, together with a resolution of the d
board of directors of the bank, authorizing u
the treasurer to assign the bonids.
"The priority of issue of the new bonds d

will be determined by the date of the re-
ceipt by the Secretary of the Treasury of p
the outstanding bonds or the papers repre- ta
senting the same, provided that the bonds u
or papers are in proper condition for such
surrender as set forth hereafter in this
circular. If any correction is required, the r
Priority of the bonds to be issued will take C
date from the receipt and acceptance of 0
corrected bonds or papers at this office. b

Registered Bonds.
"Any registered bonds forwarded should to

be assigned to the Secretary of the Treas- d
ury for exchange into 2 per centum bonds.
"Registered bonds inscribed in the name i

of att institution, forwarded for exchange, g
must be accompanied by a resolution of the d
board of directors of the institution, au- tI
thorizing their assignmcnt to the Secretary t
of th. Treasury for such exchange. The
resolution must bear th seal of the lnstitu-
tion, or, if the institution have no sea.l,
there must be furnished with the resolution
an afithlavir setting forth that fact. a
"t'ton neetance of any bonds for ex- 1,elmag under th conditions of thlis circular hthe present worth of the surrendered bonds

to yield an Income of 2'i per centum per n
MIn will be ca lculated as f the date of in
their acceptanc except as pEovided in the d
next paragraph. si the surn epresenting a
the difference between the tresent worth
of soaid bonds and their par .v4lne will be ti
paid to th owner thereof in duo oinrse by t
a check drawn in his favor by the treaisure'r 9
of the United States. p
"The settlement will include payment bythe departmint of accrued interist on the

,Id bondls o the date of their acceptanco t
for exchange and a charge against the b
owner for accrued int-rest on the new w

bends from the date of thir issue to said
date of acceptan'e. Bonds surrendered
upon which interest has been prepaid need
not be accomlunied by a ie-posit to cover
such prepaid interest, as the department th
will deduct at the time of the settlotent p
any amount which may be due on acerunt leof unmatured interest which had been pre- n
iald.

New tonda Dated April 1. d
"The new bondi will be dated Aprl 1, k

114 ; thereforo all out standing' bonds st-- I
renlered for exciange and accepted for h

V.that purpose prior to that date will bear h
jmte1rest to Atrl 1, when interest on the 1H
rmw bonds will begin; and the present a
worth of i-h sirrendered bonds will be re
calculated as of the taid April 1. The new
tonds will be issued in denominatians as ti
follows: ('upon, $50, $14"0, $5(0, $1,(k. Rteg- e
istered, $50, $t00, $50Q, $1,$00, $ca00, $ C
000, $50,000.EL

at"All bonds forwarded for exchange will ibe regarded as the property of the person,firm or institution in whose favor the new abonds are to b,- issued, and in each case the acheck in settlement of the 'present worth,' iretc., above referred to, will be drawn in o.favor of such person, firm or institution; Sbut. if the agent forwarding the bonds
shall-desire, and so request, the bonds andthe check may be forwarded to such
agent's address for delivery to the owner. n"Packages containing bonds for sur-
render, or papers representing bonds held
by the treasurer of the United States in c
trust for a national bank, should be ad- J
dressed to the Secretary of the Treasury, I.
Division of Loans and Currency, Washing- p
ton, D. C., and be plainly marked 'Bonds t<(or papers) for exchange.,"
"In exercise of the discretion given to 3the Secretary of the Treasury under section l.11 of the act he reserves the right to sus- Npend the exchange of bonds above contem- PPlated whenever, In his opinion, the inter- IIeats of the government may be best served Dthereby. The Secretary of the Treasury talso raerves the right to change the terms rof exchange above set forth, either by re- Lquiring a bonus or premiuM upon the 2 percent bonds or by requiring the holders of

bonds outstanding to surrender the same inexchange for the new bonds at a rate to dyield income of more than 2% per cent perannum." n

PENSION FRAUDS DlWEOTED.

Record of Promeentions Recebred by C
the Bureau. i

The following record of criminal prosecu- e
tions has been received by the pension of- b
fIce:
Jennie Desouzer, alian Ramsey, was sen-

tenced to six months' Imprisonjnent in the-
Stiliwater, Mitnn., penitedtiary,sand to pay S
a fine of $110 by Judge e a Lochren, C
she having been convicted em 4 charge ofsperjury in connection with her edaim fdr tipension.,1
United States Comisioe 3. L. Adler. 0

at Cincinnati, commiittimi Danel I~,wis and a
Leonard Gants to jail In efaaler of $1100 *bond to await the action .,t1m United
States grand jury on a chargs~ Iurjury in Il
connection with Daniel Leur' datm for b
pension. Joseph Drake, alwe 4agd witf I'
having committed Perjury i~ connection
with the claim, was held for Lrelimnaryhearing.s
Frederick J. Seymour, alias Griner, wasgindicted by the United States grand juryat Chicago, charged with comimitting per-jury in connectiont with the claim of JuliaHardy. Julia Itardy, the pensioner, wassindicted for the mamne eOense, t
William Bco wa tiamd by the United o

States grand jury at go fiased with ypost-dating pension vouakers I

' Wauta Mor atsisThe Secretary of the Treasury has for- c
waredto the Seaates a, ttatunication of a
Mr. Morris, auditor for- the WWepa'.t
ment, requesting that an app'opa ta of i52,944.40 be trade fOr purkp e of in. IcreasIng his clerical for* Heo Mb that odaring the last two snoaha his aeroe haa r
been reduced by nine c*,owgin. to the gilack of appropriation,.s Is leduoinen caus- )lng him much inconvqanta . ..

T THE WHITE HOUSE
onferences Held on the Porto'Rican

Tariff Bill.

MIATORS ALLISON AND SPOONER

oth Talk With the President for
Some Time.

'0 RESULT REACHED

Two long conferences as to the. Porto
Ican bill were held at the White House
is morning. Senator Allison. chairman of
ie Senate r~ublican caucus and membar
the steering committee, spent a long time

Ith the President. Later Senator Spoioner,
cewise a member of the steering commit-
e, and recognized as one of the foremost
the administration leaders, was with the

resident nearly an hour.
Senators Elkins. Scott and Penrose wers
hers who saw the President, but the chief
:ecutive's desires as to the Porto Rican
11 were intrusted to Senators Allison and
)oonar. These two also put before' the
resident the strong fight made in the Sea-
.e against the bill as it came from the
onse. and told him of the difficulties and
mplications which beset the path of the
11 yet.
'o Deuinite Vuderstanding Reached.
The two long confermeces with the Presi-
mt did not result, it is declared, In any
iderstanding definite enough to warrant
piediction as to the outcome. The Presi-
mt stands by his position that the pro->sed tariff is so small as to amount to no
riff at all, but lie counsels harmony and
ilty above anything else. Personally he
ill accept any solution which will leave
>om for a test case as to the right of
)ngress to impose independent tariff rates
ithe new possessions. A test case must
ihad. The Prcsidn-t has io arbitrary
ews on the subject of the exac amount
duty to be fixed so long as it is aufficient
give the courts a case on which' to ren-
r a final and complete decision.
The opinion of several senators was thatte most favored amendments before the
,nate are those which admit Americanjods to- Porto Rico free and charge a
ity on gools coming to this country from
tO island. The opinion was string that
te bill will contain these amendments
hen it passes both houses and reaches
o President.
Talking Over England's Attitude.
Secretary Hay was at the White House

9:30 o'clock this morning and found
resident McKinley in his iffice waiting for
in. The coiference lasted nearly thirty
inutes. The Secretary appeared to have
iproved from his indisposition of yester-
ty. The authoritative statement can be
ade that thi attitude of Great Britain to
ie indirect representations made to her byuis vountry at the request of the Boer
wt-rnment was exactly what was ex-
-et-l by Secretary Hay and State Depart-
ent officials.
It is generally predicted in cabinet circles
iat the incid-nt is closed, and that it will
the only connection which this countryill have to the war in South Africa.
Collector of Customs at Toledo.

Ex-RepresentatIve F. B. De Witt of
tulding county, Ohio, saw the Pres!dent
is morning. Mr. De Witt is the most
-minent of a dozen candidates for col-
etor of customs at Toledo. He lives fifty
!lIes away, but the republicans of that
strict outside of Toledo look upon the col-
etorship as a position whdch belongs to
c entire district. The fight over the place
is been hardl and fast. Five or six of the.ndidatcs have been to Washington and
t-e conferred with Senators Foraker and
anna. who will virtually fill the place. in-
much as the man selected by them will
eeive the nonination.
It is now thought the nomination will he
ade in a few days, and the expectation is
at Mr. De Witt will be the successful
ndidate. For many years he was an
rnest, loyal supporter of Senator For-
er, and has been on good terms with Sen-
or Hanna. His relations with the Pres-
ent are alsi most pleasant.
Whatever the decision arrived at, there'e sure to be some sore spots left. Nearly
I of the candidates are men of influence
the party, and the prize contended for is

ie which will not be relinquished without
me bitterness.

Today's Nominations.
The President today sent the followng
nninations of postmasters to the Senate:
aine, E. A. Fairfield, Kennebunk. Massa-
iusetts, Asa B. Fay, Northborough. New
!rsey, R. S. Snyder, Atlantic Highlands;
luis D. Gallison, Orange. New York, Jas.
0i, St. Johnsville; Ebenezer Evans, Wa-
rville. 'Ohio, Win. A. Coble, Delphos.
entucky, Jesse K. Freeman, Central City.
ichigan, W. H, White, Decatur. Minne-
ta, Eva Kaiser, Bem!dji; C. H. Pierce,
orthfield. Nebraska. H. H. Whitfield,
eru; T. J. Taylor, Wilber. North Caro-
ra, A. L. McCaskill, Fayetteville. North
akota, E. K. Myhre. Valley City. Indian
rritory, James E. Elliott, Duncan. Colo-
tdo, C. B. Chrysler, Delta. California, F.
Glans, Martinez.

The Financial Bill Signed.
Just before I o'cl'ock this afternoon Presi-
mnt McKinley signed the financial bill.
aking important changes in the financial
rstem of the country.
The bill, printed on parchment, was taken
> the White House by Representative
verstreet of Indianapolis. Mr. Overstreet
troduced the bill in the House and was in
large of it at various stages through that
idy.
Mr. Overstreet took with him a gold pen
t in a gold staff, the top of which was
tart. The hilt was signed with this pen.
l'he gold standard bill was signed by ayld pen bought from Goldsmith," said Mr.
verstreet later.
W en th'a President was appending his
gature be. remarked, as a coincidence,
tat nearly all the important financial
gislatiotn of the country had been signedtthe 14th of the month. The refunding
at was signed on July 14, 1870, the re-
imption act on January 14, 1875, and the
tierman act on July 14. 1890.
The President did not read the bill over.
erely asking Mr. Overstreet if care had
ten takten to see that nothing had been
ft ont.
The gold pen will be presented to Mr. H.
.Hanna of Indianapolis. Mr. Overstreet

tid that a great deal was due to Mt.
anna int the passage of the bill.
Bank Cashier's Sentence Comanuted.
President McKinley has commuted the
ntence of William Steele. the cashier of
te defunct Chestrut Street Nation~al Bank
Philadelphia. The failure of this bank

as one of the heaviest in Anancial history
the country, and Created a sensation.

tele was tried on the charge of aiding

rid abetting in allowing !llegal loans, was
mvicted and sentenced to sIx years and
x months in the Eastern (Pa.) Peniten-
ary. A petition asking his pardon was
scently circulated and was recommended

y the judge and district attorney. The
resident was asked to grant the pardon
at the ground that Steele wasn only -tech..

ically guilty, and was not the real cul-

rit in the misdeeds of the bank omlals,
S commuted. 3teele will be released from
ulsos n e la

DISTRICT IN CONGRESE
Favorable Reports Ordered by the Hous

District Committees.

The New Insurance Bill - Weste3
Heights Railway Company

Ineorporated.

The House District ommittee today fav
orably reported the new insurance bill (H
R. 9283) which has betn prepared by tho
Commissioners. The hill provides regula
tions for the conduct of Insurance busines
in the District, and has been published is
The Star heretofore. No amendments werq
made to the Comnisesioners' recommenda
tiens by the commttee.

May Recome sureties.
A favorable report was also ma'le or

bill 9143. providing as follows: "That anj
company now anthorizel or which ma:
hereafter be authorizel by act of Congres
to do an insurance business in the Distr-e
of Columbia. having a paid-up capital o
not less than $2i.oWn, may engage in a security, guaranty andt indemnity businessand where by law tWo or more sureties arrequired upon any' obligaiion which sal<
company is authorized to insure it may acas sole surety there., and may be _ccepteby the court or ,ther"ffier or person an.thorized to approve the sufl'eiency of an:bond or undertaking."
Wesley Heights Railway Company.
A favorable report was ordered on Hous

bill 7512 to incorporaie thle Wesley Hleigh
Railway Company. The bilt provides as fol
lows:
That M. C. Butlkr, Johin T. Arms, Thou

E. Waggaman. Dr. I, nry L). Fry and Johr
F. Waggaman of the city of WashingtonDistrict of Columbia. their associates an
assigns, be created a blody corporate un
der the name of "The Wesley HeIght.Railway Company."
The company is autthirized to construeand operate a str0t0 railway for carryIng passengers, patrcels. milk. truck another freight along the Iollowing-name,rcute: Beginning ot Prospect avenue athe Union passenger station of the capital Traction Cumpany: thence westeri)along Prospect avente and Prospect ave

nue extended to a ptintnear the east sid,of Arizona avenue, or for the distance or
any portion the-of on a route coincidingwith the route of thr Washington ancGreat Falls Electr:e Railway; thence ot
property to bea quired by the compan.to Arizona avenue: thence northerly alonArizona avenue to a ;rojected avenue ranfing northwest t hriough the intersection 'I
4.5th and Galvestin streetsi thence aloi.that projected avenue to *hth stret; thenernorth on 45th street t, Lowell streetthence west on L,w, 11 streret to and into
an extension of the proojected avenu-
thence northwestco theirjected aveiti
to a point where 4!nih street. when extendVd. will intersect that au,te: thence nora
on th stre t to th- )s:trict line: providerthat wlhere this retme lits ietweein the linteof a Proposed highway the company shal
acquire a right -f way. not ls thain thi rtlfeet wide, In the cetiTer ther*.:: and atrights of way acquir, I wibtn the lines o
proposed highways shall be dedicated to th
use of the pubic hefore a permit is issued for the c-os:ion of the rallwaytherein: povided, further. that where th
route is along a roa, less than sixty-si:feet wide the company shall, at its owl
expense, widen said road to sixty-six feelo width before a lpermit is issued for th
construction of the iailrvl therein.
.The motive power shall be electricity. ancif the trolley system is ised a return wirof equal capacity to the feed wire and sim-ilarly insulated must fe provided. and eact
car shall be equippedi with a double trolleyNo portion of the electrieal circuit shalltnder any circurnstantes, he allowed tc
pass through the earth. andtneither pole oiany dynamo fornf'hIng pswer to the lineshall be grounded.

To Quitelain Johanna Bloek.
A favorable report was made on Hous<

bill 5140, providing that the Secretary o:
the Interior be autlhrizedi and directed t<
release and quitclaim to- Johanna (. Block
her heirs and assigns fore'er, all the right,
title and interest. whther legal or equita-
ble. of the Inheid- States of America to 1ot
numbered 1 in squarte II:t, upon the pay-ment by Johanna C. Bio. k of such a sumas the Secretary of the Interior shal
deem just and equitable: Provided. That
Johanna C. Block pay to the proper officerof the District of i'olumia all taxes here.tofore assessed against. the property, bothgineral and special. tmw unpaid and stand-lug against the property.

RESULT OF HAtUE ('ONFERENCE.
Belief Expressed That the Agreements

Will Amount to Nothing.
In diplomatic circles here an unpleasant

suggestion has been thrown out to the ef
fect that The Hague conference has result
ed In a complete failur and that even the
limited program agreed upon will never be
perfected. It is learned that the basis for
this view is the fact that up to this mo-
ment it Is not known officially that a single
one of the powers represented in the con
ferenee has ratified the three conventionE
prepared there. The treaties themselves
require that each of the participants in the
conference shall be notified whenever the
other parties ratify the conventions. Up
to this time no such notice has reachedthis country as to any other country. St
far as the United States government is con-
cerned, only one of the three treaties hatbeen ratified by the Senate. and even It
that case the formalities have not beetcarried to completion. It is probable, how-
ever, that the appearance at Washingtorof the newly appoiited minister from theNetherlands, bringing with him the offialacopies of the conventions, may result infurther action by the United States uponthese conventions.

CALLED AT WAR DEPARTMENT.
State Militia. OIneers Paid Their Re-

spects to the Ometais.
The adjutant generals of- the various

states now in this city endeavoring to se-
cure an increased appropriation from Con'
gress called at the War Department today,
under the escort of Gen. Harries of the Dis-
trict militia, and paid their respects to Act'
ing Secretary Meiklejhn, Gen. Miles andi[Adit. Gen. Corbin. u$Yr which they partookof luncheon at the Army and Navy Clubas the guests of Gen. Harries.

THE FRENlCH TREATY.

F~rance 1Witting to Extend 'the TimeAllo~wed for RatiSeation.
The State Department has been advised

formally of the .willingness of the French
government to 'exitend the period of timt
allowed for the ratification of the pending
French reciprocity treaty. 'In the absence
of an agreement of that kind the treats
would fail completely on the 24th instant
through the omissiont of the necessary raI-
fication.
The length of the extension to be grantedbasnot yet been arranged.

Movesments et Wavai Vessels.
The Ifarblehead, which was ordered back

to San Fran cisco on account of a break-
down in her machinery, sailed yester'day
froma San Diego to Santa Barbara.
The Yankton lia nailed from Gibera flr

Nuevitas.
The Allance has sailed from Tmnidad for

Santa Cru-
Thle collier Alexander wasn put out of coa
elaion todayr at NorfOl

THE DISTRICT BILL
Local Appropriation Measure Up is

the House.

GENERAL DEBATE TOj ED TODAY
Its Provisions Fully Explained by

Mr. Grout

SOME QUESTIONS ASKED

The District of Columbia approl.iation
bill was taken up for consideration in the
House in committee of the whole today.
with Mr. Sherman of New York in the
chair.
Mr. Grout of Verront was in charge --f

the bill and Mr. Allen controlled the time
for the minority.
At the outset Mr. Richardson wted

time to enable the democrats to make somo
campaign speeches on 1th bill. Mr. reut
shied at this proposition. lie h..d. h.
said, the democrats would resmrve- th.eir
steam and expend It upon the army bl0,
which is coming along next. This wtas just
a plain. business bill. and it ought to g.
quickly.
Mr. Richardson insisted upon his side

having ample time to talk.
Couldn't Contaim Himself.

"Can't you contain yourselves u'til the
army bill comes on'" asked Mr. Grntt.

"Can't do it, I'm told," Mr. Richardka
replied, amid laughter on the demtcratic
side.
"Wc:l. then. how little time can you get

along with?' asked Mr. Grout.
Mr. Rielardson thought a day and a half

at least would he required.
Mr. Grout thought that was too much

time. Couldn't they manage with 'In.day
and let the consideration of the bill com-
mence after the reading of the journal to-
morrow?
No. 2 o'clock tomorrow would be as earle

as they could finish. So finally, aft# r much
dickering. in which Mr. Grout offeret to
yip'd the republican time. It was agr.. to
end general debate today.

The Sil Explained.
Mr. Grout then explained the hil1. He

took up first the electric light pairrph
and said the committer had left the rat
the sam' as in the last bill. ie said IhaT
Mr. Crosby's electrie light company had
claim-d in the last Congress that s'rvi.-
coul-l be furnished prifitably at the rat-
fixed. Since then Mr. Crosby's company
had cotns'.lidated, at.! althuligh a lrote-t
has been mad.e against the rates. thI. e-n-
mittee is satisfid that 1hey are no to',

Mir. Heplrn wvnted to know if ther.-
wza an at.ropriat iii In the hill f ,r ti.,
mpro' men-tt of the E-astert branl. BIr.
Grout replied that the river and hb,,ttor
commit tee had juridi,-tion over i0. bh-
ject.

Time Water Supply.
Mr. Routell of Illinois wanted to know

about the water suiply. He said there were
some gentlemen who used water ai a )- v-

erage and in the bath. but th' Potoma"
water now seemins to he fit only for irrign-
tion or fertilization. He would lik.- :o See
scmething done to clear the water at th.
intake. Washington ought to be the morlet
city of the 'nion. and the wate-r sui-ply
was a worthy subject of municipaIl im-
proveen't. He atiso thought that larger
appropriations should be made for sp'rir:-
kling the streets.
When Mr. Grout concluded his explana-tton of the hill he was followed by '- Al-

len. who yielded to Mr. Adiamson of
Georgia. who proc'.ded to make a spe.--h
on the Nicaragua canal.

AGA1%ST OLEOMARGARE1E1.

Philadelphin Produce Dealers Erge
Pausawe of Grout Bill.

A large dele;ration of Philadelphia pro-
duce d,'alers and representatives .,f the
Philadelphia proluce exchange appeared be-
fore the House committee on agriculture
today it support of the Grout bill to in-
crease the tax on colored oleomargarine to
1n cents a pound, and to make Imitation
dairy products subject to the laws of the
state or territory into which they aro

tratnslported. The delegation was cnmps'l
of J. M. Dais. prisidento.f the produc. ex-
change: Mr. B. L. Kimball. Messrs. J. 8.
McCulloch, E. S. Stachhouse. W. R. Bri, e,.
S. Jamison. Herbert Brown. I. a..nsh+-.
J. K. Cleaver, S. Moffett, W. Turner. M.
Donald and Dr. t'rquart. representing large
firms in Philadelphia. The spokesm.'t were
Messrs. Davis and Kimball, both of whont
urged the importance of having a loivy
tax put upon oleomargarine when ti'r(A
to imitate butter. in order to protect the
people against fraud and the dealers in but
ter againgt dishonest competition. Both
speakers said that the great margin b--
tween the value of butter and oleomargn-
rine was a temptation to fraud. Mr. Kim-
ball expressed the opinion that lii per cent
of the oleomargarine sold in Phlilade'lphci
was sold illegally as butter. It was as-
serted that there was no objection to the
sale of oleo as such, and that if a tax were
imposed on colored oleo suilelent to equal-
IMe its value with the price got for it wm.-n
rold as butter much of the fraud could bo
prevented. They very earnestly root-
maended the tax of 10 cents a pound otn .ti
oleo colored to imitate butter.

WORK ON THE WARSHIPS.

The Albany. Kearsareie and Keatackl
Are Nearest to Completlea.

Admiral Hitchborn's latest report of the
progress of the work of building up the
navy shows that of the battle ships under
censtruction the Kearsarge and the Ken-
tucky at Newport News are advanced to-
ward completion %) per cent and 109 per
cent, 'respectively. The Illinois at the same
place stands at 75 per cent, and the MIs-
souri has just been started. The Alabama
at Cramp's is set down at 93 per cent; th.e
Maine, at the sanme place, at 22l per cent,
and the Wisconsin and the Ohio, at the
Union Iron works, at th per cent and 13 per
cent, respectively.
The Albany Is the only one of the sheath-

ed protected cruisers ugpn which any' work
has been done. She has been practically
finished, standing at 991 per cent, but work
lhas not begun on the Denver. Des Moines.
Chattanooga, Galveston, Tacoma and Cleve-
land.
The four monitors are reported as fol-

lows: The Kansas, at Newport News, 1tj
per cent. Connecticut. at Bath, 41 pet' cent;
Florida. at Nixon's, 25 per cent, and Wyo-.
ming, at Union iron workS, 43 per cent,
All of the sixteen torpedo beat destroyers
are at last under construction, the work
aicconmplished ranging from 85 per cent upon
thie Lawrence, building by the Pore River
Engine Company, down to S per cent on
the three boats in the yards of the Mary'-
land Steel Company.
The fifteen torpede boats are also now on

the stocks or -a-oe the state of the work
ranging- from 98 per cent in the cae of the
oldsborough at Wolff & Ewieker's, to 5
per cent on the Biddle at Bath. Te sub-
marin boat Plunger =tan at S per cent.

Capt Jewen Regeats.
Capt. Theodore P. Jewell who oem--

manded' the cruiser Brooklyn e-ha recent
cruise to lte Phiunnes, has arrived in this
city from the Asiatic station. H. reportedhis return to the Secretary of the Navy thif
morsnin=, and was psanacde utng=mem oner.&


